
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello and a big welcome to Team PollinATE. 

Thank you so much for volunteering to help 

myself and other scientists at the University 

of Sussex collect valuable data on food 

grown in Brighton & Hove. We hope you 

enjoy learning more about pollinating 

insects, finding out how much your harvests 

are worth and helping to advance science. 

Don’t forget to check out all the great 

resources on our website including the dates 

of training sessions we are holding 

throughout the city and our online 

community forum. If you have any questions 

or suggestions for the project, please don’t 

hesitate to email or call me. 

Beth (Team PollinATE co-ordinator) 

 

 

Welcome to Team PollinATE! 

CONTACT US: 

Team PollinATE 

JMS Building 

University of Sussex 

BN1 9QG 

01273 873310 

info@teampollinate.co.uk 

www.teampollinate.co.uk 

 

What are the aims of Team PollinATE? 

Around one fifth of the world’s food is grown in urban areas, and there are many 

similarities in growing style between the developed and developing world; urban farms 

tend to be small and labour intensive, with several different crops grown in close 

proximity- just think of your own garden or allotment! Unlike conventional, rural farms, 

growing food in cities is not regulated, so we know relatively little about farming practices, 

such as pesticide use, and how much food small urban spaces can yield. Data on which 

insects pollinate the crops grown in urban areas is sorely lacking, and so it’s not clear 

whether we have large enough pollinator populations to produce good crop yields.  

Team PollinATE is asking growers to help us answer the following key questions: 

 

1. Which insects pollinate crops grown in urban areas? 
2. How much food can small urban growing spaces provide? 
3. Which are the most common pests and how are they controlled?  

 

/teampollinATE 

@TeamPollinATE 

mailto:info@teampollinate.co.uk
http://www.teampollinate.co.uk/


2017 Results and Updates for 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, we are also working with scientists and urban farmers in Kolkata, India so that we 

can compare urban growing practices across the globe. For updates on this part of the 

project, keep an eye on our Blog.  

 

 

How can you help?  

There are several ways you can help us to collect important data on urban food production: 

           Count pollinators visiting crops 

           Measure your harvests 

           Record pests and diseases 

In the sections that follow, we have outlined exactly how to collect each type of data. As well 

as being supplied in your Team PollinATE pack, all of this information, plus additional training 

resources are available on our website. We are also running several practical training sessions 

between March and May- check out our ‘What’s On’ page for more info.  

To submit your data, you can either upload it online via our website, email copies of your data 

sheets to info@teampollinate.co.uk, or post to: Team PollinATE, JMS Building, University of 

Sussex, BN1 9QG. 

 

Team PollinATE was founded in 2017 and our volunteers have already collected lots of 

interesting data. At the end of the growing season we held a feedback event for volunteers 

to find out what they enjoyed about taking part as well as how we could improve things. 

Based on this feedback, this year we have organised more practical training events, 

simplified the methods and added a forum to the website where volunteers can ask 

questions and share photos.  

 

https://www.teampollinate.co.uk/blog
https://www.teampollinate.co.uk/training
mailto:info@teampollinate.co.uk


To help us understand which insects pollinate food-crops grown in 

urban areas, we'd like you to conduct quick spot counts of the 

pollinators visiting your flowering crops (list overleaf). 

 

First find the pollinator count sheet from your pack or print a copy from our website. You 

can find an example of a completed data sheet overleaf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counting Pollinators  
 

1. RECORD WEATHER Record the date and approximate time of the survey, and circle 

weather and wind conditions. Try to conduct your surveys on a 

dry day, ideally in sunny, calm conditions. 

2. LIST CROPS Make a list of all the different food plants that are flowering in 

your growing space at the time of the count, in the first column 

of the table.  

3. ESTIMATE NUMBER 

       OF PLANTS 

Roughly estimate the number of plants of each crop, using the 

codes listed on the sheet, and the number of open flowers PER 

plant e.g. if you have 15 tomato plants, write the letter 'C’ and 

then examine just 1-2 of those plants to see roughly how flowers 

are open, and write this number in the third column. If you have 

several patches of the same crop, you might want to do each on 

a separate line.  

Count the number of each type of pollinator you observe 

visiting the flowers. This is an instant ‘spot-count’ so just spend 

approx. 30 seconds looking at each crop.  

4. COUNT POLLINATORS! 

HOW TO COUNT POLLINATORS 

HOW OFTEN TO COUNT? Every other week would be 

ideal, as this will help us track how the numbers of pollinator 

change across the growing season, but if this is unmanageable, 

then aim for at least one count a month. Don’t worry if you 

miss a week or two, any data you collect will be very valuable.  

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Circle weather 

conditions 
1. Record the 

date and time 

4. Watch each crop for ~30 secs 

and tally the number of each type 

of pollinator you observe 

3. Examine 1 or 2 plants of each 

crop and use them to estimate 

the number of open flowers 

PER plant 

2. List 

crops in 

flower  

3. Estimate  

rough number 

of plants per 

crop and 

record using 

codes 

 Pumpkins/Squash 

 Courgettes 

 Cucumbers 

 Fruit Trees/Bushes  

 Soft fruits/Berries/Currants  

 

     

 

     INSECT-POLLINATED CROPS 

 Beans                   

 Peas 

 Aubergines  

 Tomatoes 

 Peppers 

Please submit your data even if you 

don’t spot any pollinators! This still tells 

us a lot about who is (and isn’t!) visiting 

your crops. Try not to get disheartened 

if sometimes you don’t spot many 

pollinators- each count is just ‘snap-

shot’ of visitation and collectively we 

will get some great insights into 

pollinator behaviour in urban areas.  

 

Note for trees, please just 

observe one large branch and 

estimate the number of open 

flowers on that branch.  

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR DATA:                
via our website www.teampollinate.co.uk 
OR email to info@teampollinate.co.uk 

OR post to: 

Team PollinATE                         

JMS Building 

University of Sussex 

BN1 9QG 
 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you so much for volunteering your time to help 

us collect valuable data on pollinators in urban areas 

in Brighton & Hove. Here’s to a great growing season 

in 2018! 

HOW TO FILL IN THE DATA SHEET 

 

http://www.teampollinate.co.uk/
mailto:info@teampollinate.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

To help us understand how much food can be produced in 

urban growing spaces, we'd like you to record the weight 

and/or number of items of food each time you harvest 

produce from your insect pollinated crops (see list below).  

Please also make a note of roughly how many plants you 

have of each crop. We’ve provided you with sheets which 

have space to record several harvests from the same crop, but 

you could also use a notebook if that’s easier.  

Submit your data at the end of the growing season (around 

September). 

 

 

 

 

 Pumpkins/Squash 

 Courgettes 

 Cucumbers 

 Fruit Trees/Bushes  

 Soft fruits/Berries/Currants  

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you so much for volunteering your time to help us collect valuable data on food grown in 

urban areas in Brighton & Hove. Here’s to a great growing season in 2018! 

5. Add up and submit 

the final 

weight/number of 

items 

2. Estimate the 

number of plants 

1. List 

the 

crops 

you 

4. Record weight or 

number each time 

you harvest 

3. Circle the 

units 

Measuring Harvests 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR DATA:                
via our website www.teampollinate.co.uk 
OR email to info@teampollinate.co.uk 

OR post to: 

Team PollinATE                         

JMS Building 

University of Sussex 

BN1 9QG 
 

     

 

     INSECT-POLLINATED CROPS 

 Beans                   

 Peas 

 Aubergines 

 Tomatoes 

 Peppers 

http://www.teampollinate.co.uk/
mailto:info@teampollinate.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
We currently know very little about pests and pesticide use in urban food production. 

We’d like you to keep a diary of the pests and diseases you observe on your crops, and 

which control methods you use. 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you so much for 

volunteering your time 

to help us collect 

valuable data on food 

grown in urban areas in 

Brighton & Hove 

 

Recording Pests & Diseases 

We have provided you with a sheet to record any 

pests/diseases you observe on your flowering crops, which 

method you use to deal with them (if any), and how effective 

you found this method to be. See below for an example of a 

completed sheet.  

At the end of each month, we will email (or post if required) a 

short questionnaire where you can submit your data. 

 

4. Record the action 

you took. Note down 

the brand if you know 

it. 

2. Record the type of pest. If you 

don’t know what’s causing the 

problem, you could list the 

symptoms 

5. Rate how 

well the pest 

control method 

worked 

3. Rate how bad 

the problem is 
1. List the crops with 

pest or disease 

problems grow 

HOW TO SUBMIT DATA: At the end of each month, we will 

email (or post if required) a short questionnaire where you 

can submit you pest control records anonymously. If you 

prefer, email your diaries to info@teampollinate.co.uk 

OR post to: 

Team PollinATE                         

JMS Building 

University of Sussex 

BN1 9QG 

 

mailto:info@teampollinate.co.uk

